A COMPARISON OF COVENANT AND DISPENSATIONAL THEOLOGY

Since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, man has been asking three major questions:

 1.
Where have we come from?

 2.
Why are we here?

 3.
Where are we going?

The problem is that man has always been in search of the "meaning of life."

Every attempt to answer life's major questions has resulted in what is called a "Philosophy of History."

Karl Lowith has defined "Philosophy of History" in this manner:

"A systematic interpretation of universal history in accordance with a principle by which historical events and successions are unified and directed toward ultimate meaning."

According to this definition, any philosophy of history must contain four important features: 

 1.
It must explain the why of historic events in an organized way.

 2.
It must explain why things happened in the past, why the world is where it is in the present, and the what and why of the future.

 3.
It must have a unifying principle which ties together and makes sense of events, distinctions, and successions.

 4.
It must demonstrate that the flow of history has an ultimate goal or purpose, that events are not disjointed or unrelated to each other, and that future events are the grand climax toward which all previous events have been moving.

The Bible deals with the issue of meaning.

 1.
It offers a systematic interpretation of history.

 2.
It covers the entire scope of history from beginning to end.

 3.
It includes the what and why of the future.

 4.
It presents a unifying principle which ties together and makes sense of the whole gamut of events, distinctions, and successions.

 5.
It demonstrates that history has a ultimate goal or purpose.

 6.
Because of the four factors, it can be said that the Bible presents a philosophy of history.

 7.
However, since the Bible is God's written revelation to man, the Bible is God's philosophy of history.

 8.
This means that the Bible presents the ultimate, authoritative philosophy of history.

The Necessary Elements of a Valid Exposition of the Biblical Philosophy of History

For an exposition to be valid, it must contain certain necessary elements:

 1.
It must contain an ultimate purpose or goal for history toward the fulfillment of which all history moves.

 2.
It must recognize distinctions or things that differ in history.

Example:  Jesus gave two distinct gospels:  1) Gospel of the Kingdom; 2) Gospel of Death, Burial, Resurrection of Christ.

Example:  Jesus commanded distinct preparations for the ministries of the disciples:  1) In Matthew 10:9-10 He commanded them NOT to take money, a bag, two tunics, sandals, or a staff; 2) In Luke 22:35-36 He commanded them to take a purse, a bag, and even a sword.

Example:  The Bible presents distinctive ways of people guilty of adultery:  1) Under the Mosaic law, God commanded the Jews to put adulterers to death (Leviticus 20:10); 2) Since the death of Christ, God does not command this(1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

Example:  God has distinctive ways of dealing with murderers:  1) Prior to the Noahic flood, God did not command the death penalty for murderers (Genesis 4:1-15); 2) After the flood, He ordered it (Genesis 9:5-6; Romans 13:1-7)

Example:  God has employed different dietary laws:  1) Prior to the flood, God permitted only a vegetarian diet (Genesis 1:29); 2) After the flood, He permitted man to eat the flesh of all forms of animal life (Genesis 9:3); 3) While the Mosaic Law was in effect, God forbade the Jews to eat the flesh of certain kinds of animals (Leviticus 11)

Conclusion:  If a biblical philosophy of history is to be valid, these and all other biblical distinctions must not be ignored, watered down, or explained away.

 3.
It must have a proper concept of the progress of revelation.

A.
God did not reveal that there would be a redeemer until after the fall.  (Genesis 3:15)

B.
God did not reveal the practice of capital punishment until after the flood.  (Genesis 9:5-6)

C.
During His first advent, Jesus did not reveal everything he wanted His disciples to know.  (John 16:12)

D.
Jesus indicated that the Holy Spirit would reveal the additional truth to them after His ascension.  (John 14:26; 16:13)

E.
Paul talked about truth which had been hidden from people in past ages of history but was revealed to him and others in New Testament times.  (1 Corinthians 2:6-10; Ephesians 3:2-6)

Conclusion:  For an exposition of the biblical philosophy of history to be valid, it must not apply the content of later revelation back into earlier revelation.  It must not make the earlier revelation say what the later revelation says.

 4.
It must have a unifying principle which ties the distinctions and progressive stages of revelation together and directs them toward the fulfillment of the purpose of history.

Example:  It must show how two different gospel messages contribute to the fulfillment of history's goal.

 5.
It must give a valid explanation of why things have happened the way they have, why things are the way they are today, and where things are going in the future.

Example:  It must be able to explain how, when, and why such things as murder, false religions, capital punishment, human government, different languages, different nations, anti-Semitism, the Church, Roman Catholicism, Islam, the renaissance, and the reformation began.  Why is there a modern state of Israel in existence?  Why is the present Middle East crisis taking place?

 6.
It must offer appropriate answers to man's three basic questions:  1) Where have we come from? 2) Why are we here? 3) Where are we going?

Two Basic Approaches to the Biblical Philosophy of History

Within the last three to four hundred years, Bible-believing scholars have developed two distinct approaches to expositing the Bible's philosophy of history.  Each approach has produced a system of theology.  Those two systems are known as Covenant Theology and Dispensationalism.

A Look at Covenant Theology

A Simple Definition of Covenant Theology

Covenant theology is a system of theology which attempts to develop the Bible's philosophy of history on the basis of two or three covenants.  It represents the whole of Scripture and history as being covered by two or three covenants, namely, 1) the Covenant of Redemption; 2) the Covenant of Works; and 3) the Covenant of Grace.

Charles Hodge and Abraham Kuyper are major Covenant Theologians.

Key Elements of Covenant Theology's Exposition of the Biblical Philosophy of History

 1.
Covenant Theology sees the ultimate goal of history as being the glory of God through the redemption of the elect.

 2.
Covenant Theology states that the distinctions after the fall of man are different administrations of the same Covenant of Grace.

 3.
Covenant Theology sees each new body of truth which is revealed as simply another stage of the progressive uncovering of the nature of the Covenant of Grace.

 4.
Covenant Theology's unifying principle for history after the fall of man is the Covenant of Grace.

AN EVALUATION OF COVENANT THEOLOGY

Commendable Features of Covenant Theology

 1.
It emphasizes the grace of God, the redemptive work of Christ, and salvation by grace through faith.

 2.
It recognizes Christ as the central figure of world history.

 3.
It has made an honest attempt to be faithful to the Scriptures while expositing the biblical philosophy of history.

Problem Features of Covenant Theology

 1.
It's ultimate goal of history is too limited or narrow.

 2.
It denies or weakens some of the distinctions which are in the Bible.

 3.
It is mistaken when it teaches that each of the biblical covenants is a continuation and newer phase of the Covenant of Grace.

 4.
Its unifying principle is too limited or narrow.

 5.
In order to make its system work, it must employ a double hermeneutic (a double system of interpretation.)

AN INTRODUCTION TO DISPENSATIONAL THEOLOGY

A Simple Definition of Dispensational Theology

Dispensational Theology is a system of theology which attempts to develop the Bible's philosophy of history on the basis of the sovereign rule of God.

The Meaning of the Word Dispensation

The compound Greek word used in the New Testament:  oikonomia which means "house managing."  The English word "economy" is derived from oiknomia.

oikoj = house

nemo = manage

In its theological usage, the English word "economy" refers to "the method of the divine government of the world, or a specific department or portion of that government."

The Usage of the Word oikonomia in the New testament

 1.
The word appears nine times in the New Testament.

 2.
It appears six times in the following passages:

Luke 16:2-4

1 Corinthians 9:17

Ephesians 3:2

Colossians 1:25

In these passages it is translated "stewardship" or "dispensation" and refers to a responsible office or ministry entrusted to one's care by a higher authority.

 3.
It appears three more times in Ephesians 1:10; 3:9; 1 Timothy 1:4.

A.
In the KJV it is translated "dispensation," "fellowship," and "edifying."

B.
In these three passages it refers to a particular way of God's administering His rule over the world.

1)
In Ephesians 1:10 refers to the millennium.

2)
Ephesians 3:9 and 1 Timothy 1:4 refer to the Dispensation of Grace (Church Age).

Definition of the Term Dispensation As It Relates to Dispensational Theology

Dispensational Theology is defined as a particular way in which God administers His rule over the world as He progressively works out His purpose for world history.

Essential Characteristics of Each Dispensation

In order for each dispensation to be distinct from al other dispensations, it must have three essential characteristics.

 1.
It must set forth the particular way in which God administer's His rule.

 2.
It must involve a particular responsibility for man.

 3.
It must be characterized by divine revelation which had not before been given.

Secondary Characteristics of Each Dispensation

The fact that each new dispensation involves a newly revealed responsibility for man indicates that each dispensation also has three secondary characteristics.

 1.
Each dispensation applies a test to man.

 2.
Each dispensation demonstrates the failure of man to obey the particular rule of God which is characteristic of that dispensation.

 3.
Each dispensation involves divine judgment because of man's failure.

Some Important Considerations

 1.
The different dispensations are different ways of God administering His rule over the world.

 2.
A dispensation is not an age of history, even though a dispensation may cover the same period as an age.

 3.
A dispensation may involve a particular way of God's administering His rule over all mankind or over only one segment of mankind.

 4.
A new dispensation will have at least one new ruling factor or factors.

 5.
A new dispensation demands new revelation for that dispensation.

AN EXAMINATION OF DISPENSATIONAL THEOLOGY

The majority of Dispensational Theologians are convinced that the Scriptures reveal seven dispensations of God's rule which cover the scope of human history.

The Dispensation of Innocence

· Begins with:  creation of man

· Ends with:  fall of man

· Scripture portion:  Genesis 1:26-3:24

· Ruling factor:  an unconfirmed favorable disposition

· Special revelation:  Genesis 1:28-29; 2:15-17, 24

· Man's responsibility:  obey God based on his unconfirmed favorable disposition toward Him

· Test:  Would man obey God on the basis of his unconfirmed favorable disposition.  Man failed!

· Judgment:  Man died spiritually; man became separated from God; man lost his favorable disposition toward God; man became subject to disease, deformity, accidents, physical death; woman was cursed with pain in childbirth and the desire to rule man.

· Ray of hope:  Genesis 3:15

The Dispensation of Conscience

· Begins with:  fall of man

· Ends with:  through the Noahic flood

· Scripture portion:  Genesis 4:1-8:19

· Ruling factor:  1) the human conscience (Romans 2:14-15; 2) restraint by the Holy Spirit (Genesis 6:3) "strive" signifies "to rule."

· Special revelation: Abel's sacrifice in Genesis 4:3-7 implies the special revelation that man was to approach God only by means of a blood sacrifice (Hebrews 11:4); man could not approach God in his own way. (Does this not address the "religion issue" of "We are all striving to get to God, but we're just trying to get there using different ways?")

· Man's responsibility:  obey God on the basis of his conscience and the restraint by the Holy Spirit.

· Test:  Would man obey God on the basis of his conscience and the restraint by the Holy Spirit?  Man failed!

· Judgment:  Worldwide flood that destroyed the perverted segment of mankind.

· Ray of hope:  Through the ark, God preserved Noah and his family.

The Dispensation of Human Government

· Begins with:  the Noahic flood

· Ends with:  to the call of Abraham

· Scripture portion:  (Genesis 8:20-11:32)

· Ruling factor:  1) human conscience; 2) restraint by the Holy Spirit; 3) human government with its authority to administer capital punishment.

· Special revelation:  (Genesis 9:1-17) man commanded to multiply and populate the earth; animals would now fear man; animals made a source of food for man; promise of no more universal floods; execution of murderers required.

· Man's responsibility:  obey God on the basis of human conscience, restraint by the Holy Spirit; and human government.

· Test:  Would man obey God on the basis of these three ruling factors?  Man failed!

· Judgment:  Confusion of language at the Tower of Babel.

· Ray of hope:  Nations developed because of different languages allowing for the nation of Israel through which would come the Redeemer of lost mankind.

The Dispensation of Promise

· Begins with:  God's call of Abraham

· Ends with:  giving of the Mosaic law to Moses on Mount Sinai.

· Scripture portion:  Genesis 12-Exodus 18

· Ruling factor:  1) human conscience; 2) restraint by the Holy Spirit; 3) human government; 4) divine promise.

· Special revelation:  (Genesis 12:2-3; 13:14-17; 17:1-22; 22:16-18)  Herein, God made promises to Abraham, the nation of Israel, and the world (a universal promise).

· Man's responsibility:  Abraham and his descendants were to obey God on the basis of the four ruling factors.

· Test:  Would Abraham and his descendants obey God on the basis of the four ruling factors?  Man failed!  Lapses of faith concerning God's promises; Abraham fathered Ishmael through Hagar; Abraham lied twice concerning his wife Sarah; Isaac lied concerning Rebekah; Jacob was a great deceiver; the Jews did not return to Canaan from Egypt after the famine of Joseph's time ended, apparently forgetting that their destiny was related to the promised land of Canaan rather than Egypt.

· Judgment:  Jews have continued to have problems with the descendants of Ishmael.  Through time the Abraham's descendants have been subjected to slavery and threatened with annihilation in Egypt.

The Dispensation of Mosaic Law

· Begins with:  giving of the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai

· Ends with (two endings):  1) the death of Christ on the cross at Mount Calvary.  (The tearing of the veil in the Temple in Jerusalem when Christ died indicated that the Law was terminated at that time.)  2) the end of the Tribulation period.

· Scripture portion:  Exodus 19:1- Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:41; Luke 23:49; John 20:30.

· Ruling factor:  1) human conscience, 2) restraint by the Holy Spirit; 3) human government; 4) promise; 5) Mosaic Law

· Special revelation:  the Mosaic Law with its 613 commandments.

· Man's responsibility:  obey God on the basis of the five ruling factors.

· Test:  Would Israel obey God on the basis of the five ruling factors:  Israel failed!  The Jews repeatedly broke the Mosaic Law (Jeremiah 31:32; Ezekiel 16); Israel had a heart of stone (Ezekiel 36:26; Zechariah 7:12); Israel rejected her Messiah and crucified Him.

· Judgment (for both periods):  1) the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities; Israel's temporary removal from its place of blessing (Romans 11); worldwide dispersion as the result of its rejection of Christ; 2)  the Holy Spirit's restraint will be removed (2 Thessalonians 2:7-8); apostate organized religion will be destroyed ( Revelation 17:16); God will pour out divine judgments upon the world (Revelation 6-19); God will crush the revolt of the unsaved (Revelation 19:17-21).

The Dispensation of Grace
Introductory Comments

GRACE AND ITS OCCASIONS

 1.
The grace of God deals with far more than salvation from sin.

A.
It was by grace that Noah survived the flood.  (Genesis 6:8)

B.
It was by grace that Israel was restored to its homeland after the Babylonian captivity.  (Ezra 9:8)

C.
It was by grace that the afflicted were sustained in their trials.  (Proverbs 3;34)

D.
It was by grace that believers were given spiritual gifts and ministries.  (Roans 12:6; Galatians 2:9)

E.
The grace of God has so many facets that Peter called it "the manifold grace of God."  (1 Peter 4:10)

 2.
Although the grace of God was functioning throughout the Old Testament times, it began to function in some new sense as a result of the ministry of Christ during His first coming.  John indicated this when he wrote in John 1:17.

John 1:17  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  (NAS)

A.
John makes this new function of grace is made parallel with the function of the Mosaic Law.

B.
The Mosaic Law never functioned as a way of salvation. (Galatians 2:16)

C.
The Mosaic Law did function as a rule of life (a ruling factor).

D.
John is saying that Grace began to function as a rule of life (a ruling factor) as a result of Christ's ministry during His first advent.

 3.
Other passages that indicate that Grace began to function as a ruling factor as a result of Christ's ministry.

A.
Romans 6:14  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace. (NAS)

1)
Grace is here made parallel with the Mosaic Law.

2)
In other words, grace has now taken over the function of the Mosaic Law.

3)
Conclusion:  Paul had grace in mind as a ruling factor in this passage.

4)
Paul was saying that believers in this dispensation are now under grace as a ruling factor, rather than under the Mosaic Law as a ruling factor.

(Note:  The term "ruling factor" is used by L.S. Chafer and simply refers to "the rules that a believer lives by" in whatever dispensation in which he lives.  If someone were to ask the question, "What should I do?" or "How should I live?" or "What am I supposed to do?"  The answer to those questions, whatever the answer may be, would be "the ruling factors.")

5)
While grace continues to function as the way of salvation (Phase 1 of God's plan) during this present dispensation ("Church Age" as we refer to it), grace has assumed the additional function of a ruling factor (in Phase 2 of God's plan) as a result of Christ's ministry during His first advent.

(And herein lies the reason that L.S. Chafer has coined the term "pure grace."  Pure grace is a term that L.S. Chafer uses to indicate God's grace provision of SALVATION, which salvation is appropriated by faith alone in Christ alone.  Pure grace allows no intrusion of human works or human effort into man's appropriation of salvation.  It is by faith alone.  No human works!!

Now the problem is this.  L.S. Chafer uses the term "pure grace," but he never states the antithesis.  He apparently leaves this to our imagination.  Perhaps he was afraid to say it--if pure grace, then "impure grace."  "Impure grace" is my vocabulary term to describe L.S. Chafer's missing vocabulary term that would define and/or describe the antithesis of his "pure grace."

What then would "impure grace" be?  In the Apostle Peters terms, "impure grace" would be one of the many facets of grace, here, namely, the ruling factor for Phase 2 of God's plan for the Church Age believer which Phase DEMANDS works of Christian service from the Church Age believer and which works give evidence that Phase 2 faith is at work in that believer's life. (James 2:17-18, 27)

17
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, {being} by itself. 

18
But someone may {well} say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works." 

26
For just as the body without {the} spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (NAS)

James 2:17-18, 27 amplified:

17
Even so [ Phase 2 ] faith, if it has no [ Phase 2 ] works, [ your Phase 2 ] is dead [ without impact ], {being} by itself. 

18
But someone [ the spiritual man ] may {well} say, "You [ say you ] have [ Phase 2 ] faith, and I [ say ] that I ] have [ Phase 2 ] works; [ you who say you have Phase 2 faith ] show me your [ Phase 2 ] faith without the works [that should be a manifestation of your Phase 2 faith ], and I [ the spiritual man ] will show you [ who have Phase 2 faith without works ] my [ Phase 2 ] faith by my [ Phase 2 works ] works."

26
For just as the [ physical ] body without {the} [ human ] spirit is [ physically ] dead, so also [ Phase 2 ] faith without [ the ] works [ of spiritual service ] is [ a ] dead [ Phase 2 faith, that is, a Phase 2 faith that exists in name only]. (NAS)

6) The word "under" implies "being under the rule of."

B.
Titus 2:11-12

11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

12
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, (NAS)

1)
The word "instructing" means "practice discipline, correct, give guidance."

2)
Paul is saying that grace practices discipline over believers for the purpose of prompting them to reject a godless lifestyle and to adopt a godly lifestyle.

3)
Paul states that the grace of God is functioning as a ruling factor "in this present age."

And Now the Dispensation of Grace

· Begins with:  the death of Christ on he cross

· Ends with:  the rapture of the Church

· Scripture portion:  generally, Acts 2:1 through Revelation 3:22

· Ruling factor:  1) human conscience; 2) the restraint by the Holy Spirit; 3) human government; 4) promise; 5) Grace.

· Special revelation:  portions of the Gospels; Acts 2-28; Revelation 1-3

· Man's responsibility:  obey God on the basis of the five ruling factors named above

· Test:  Will man obey God on the basis of the five ruling factors?  Man fails!!

· The majority of Jews and Gentiles do not accept the gift of righteousness.

· The organized church does not fulfill the Great Commission.

· The organized church does not maintain a pure membership.

· The organized church does not discipline unruly members.

· The organized church does not prevent false teaching from existing within it.

· The organized church does not earnestly contend for the true faith.

· Individual believers do not always live sensible, godly lives.

· Individual believers do not associate with a local church.

· Individual believers do not evangelize.

· Individual believers do not make disciples.

· Individual believers do not use their spiritual gift properly.

· DO WE NEED TO SAY ANY MORE???

· Judgment:  God chastens and even brings premature death to some believers for disobedience  (Acts 5:1-6; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 11:27-32; Hebrews 12:5-13; 1 John 5:16).  God puts some local churches out of existence (Revelation 2:5; 3:16)

The Dispensation of the Millennium

· Begins with:  second coming of Christ

· Ends with:  the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ upon earth

· Scripture portion:  

· Ruling factor:  1) human conscience; human government; the theocratic rule of Christ.  Promise and Grace will no longer be ruling factors.  Since the millennium is characterized by the fulfillment of the promises of God to Abraham and his seed, promises cease to be promises when they are fulfilled.  Salvation will continue to be by grace, but grace will cease as a ruling factor as evidenced by the fact that during the theocratic rule of Christ, those who revel against His righteous rule will be executed (Isaiah 11;3-4; 29:20-21); and those nations that refuse to go up to Jerusalem to worship the King and celebrate the Feast of Booths will be punished (Zechariah 14;16-19).

· Special revelation:  numerous Old Testament passages; Gospel passages; passages in the Epistles; passages in Revelation.

· Man's responsibility:  obey God on the basis of the three ruling factors.

· Test:  Will man obey God on the basis of the three ruling factors?  Man will fail!!  1) Some unsaved individuals will rebel outwardly against Christ's rule during His reign (Isaiah 11:3-4; 29:0-21; Jeremiah 31:29-30); 2) others will chafe inwardly; 3) Satan will revolt against God after his release from the abyss (Revelation 20:7-10).

· Judgment:  1) Those who rebel against the righteous reign of Christ will be executed (Isaiah 11:3-4; 29:20-21; Jeremiah 31:29-30); 2) God will crush the revolt at the end of the millennium; 3) Satan will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:9-10).

Key Elements of Dispensational Theology's Exposition of the Biblical Philosophy of History

 1.
According to Dispensational Theology, the ultimate goal of history is for God to glorify Himself by demonstrating the fact that He alone is sovereign God.

 2.
Dispensational Theology asserts that distinctions are the result of God's administering His rule in different ways at different periods of history.

3.
Dispensational Theology states that each new dispensation, since it involves a new way of God's administering His rule of the world, requires new revelation.

 4.
Dispensational Theology's unifying principle for al of history is the sovereign rule of God.

Indispensable Factors of Dispensational Theology

 1.
The recognition of the distinction between the nation of Israel and the Church.

 2.
The consistent use of a single hermeneutic (a single method of interpreting the Bible -- namely, the historical-grammatical method.

A.
In this method, words are given the common, ordinary meaning which they had in the culture and time in which the passage was written.

B.
Covenant Theology employs a double hermeneutic -- the historical-grammatical method for many passages but also the allegorical or spiritualizing method for a number of prophetic passages dealing with the future of Israel and the future of the Kingdom of God.

 3.
Dispensational Theology recognizes that the redemption of the elect human beings is a very important part of God's purpose for history, but it is convinced that it is only one part of that purpose.

A.
During the course of history God is working out many other programs in addition to redeeming people.

B.
All of these programs must be contributing something to the ultimate purpose of history.

C.
Thus, the ultimate purpose of history has to be large enough to incorporate all of God's programs, not just one of them.

D.
Dispensational Theology proposes that the glory of God through the demonstration that He alone is the sovereign God is the only purpose capable of doing this.

E.
Dispensational Theology is convinced that the Scriptures indicate that this is the ultimate purpose of history.

FOUR UNCONDITIONAL COVENANTS

 1.
Covenant Theology and Dispensational Theology frequently differ from each other in the way they view four major unconditional covenants.

 2.
These differences lead to contrasting views concerning the Millennium or future Kingdom of God.

 3.
These differences lead to contrasting views regarding the permanent existence of Israel as a nation and Israel's permanent ownership of the promised land.

A.
Has God promised Israel permanent existence as a nation?

B.
Has God guaranteed Israel permanent ownership of the promised land and, therefore, the right to possess that land?

C.
Four unconditional covenants will answer the questions just raised.

D.
These four unconditional biblical covenants are as follows:

1)
Abrahamic Covenant.

2)
Palestinian Covenant.

3)
Davidic Covenant.

4)
New Covenant.

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

 1.
There are three major issues related to the Abrahamic Covenant:

A.
Does it promise Israel permanent existence as a nation?

B.
Does it promise Israel permanent ownership of the promised land?

C.
Is the covenant conditional Old Testament unconditional?

 2.
The promises of the Abrahamic Covenant:

A.
There were personal promises made to Abraham.  (Genesis 12:2-3)

B.
There were national promises concerning Israel.  (Genesis 12:2)

C.
There were universal promises which would affect all peoples of the world. (Genesis 12:3)

PALESTINIAN COVENANT

 1.
The content of the Palestinian Covenant:  (Deuteronomy 30:1-10):

 2.
The promises of the Palestinian Covenant:

A.
God promised to gather scattered Israel from all over the world (vv. 3-4).

B.
God promised to restore Israel to the land of their ancestors (v. 5).

C.
God promised to regenerate the Israelites of that time and their descendants, thereby causing them to love Him totally (v. 6)

D.
God promised to judge Israel's enemies (v. 7).

E.
God promised that the Israelites of that time will obey Him (v. 8).

F.
God promised to prosper those Israelites greatly (v. 9).

G.
The promises of the Palestinian Covenant guarantee that literal Israel will repent and become saved in the future (v. 6).

DAVIDIC COVENANT

1.
The content of the Davidic Covenant:  (2 Samuel 7:8-17)

 2.
God makes promises concerning the following:

A.
the nation of Israel (vv. 10-11)

B.
Solomon (vv. 12-15)

C.
David (v. 16)

 3.
Key terms in the covenant:

A.
house (v. 16):  David's physical line of descent.

B.
kingdom (v. 16):  David's political kingdom over Israel.

C.
throne (v. 16):  the dignity and power which was sovereign and supreme in David as king.

 4.
Three promises God made to David:

A.
"Thine house shall be established forever." (v. 16)

B.
"Thy kingdom shall be established forever." (v. 16)

C.
"Thy throne shall be established forever." (v. 16)

 5.
The fulfillment of these promises:

A.
Premillennialists:  Christ will fulfill these promises in the future when He returns to earth in His second coming and then establishes and reigns over a literal, earthly, political kingdom for 1,000 years on this present earth and for eternity on the new literal earth.

B.
Amillennialists:

1)
Some believe that Christ fulfills these promises now in His present rule over the Church or human hearts as He sits at God's right hand on the throne of God in heaven.

2)
Others believe that Christ will fulfill these promises in eternity future after the present earth has been destroyed and history is concluded.

NEW COVENANT

 1.
The content of the New Covenant:  (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

 2.
God's promises in the new Covenant:

A.
He promised the people of Israel a new heart.

B.
He promised forgiveness of sin.

C.
He promised the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. (Ezekiel 36:27)

D.
He guaranteed a universal knowledge of Jehovah among the people of Israel.

E.
God promised that Israel would obey Him and have a right attitude toward Him forever. (Jeremiah 32:39-40)

F.
God promised many national blessings to the people of Israel.

 3.
The nature of the covenant:

A.
unconditional.

B.
everlasting.

 4.
There are two New Covenants mentioned in the New Testament, and they should be distinguished:

A.
New Covenant with Israel:  Hebrews 8:7-13; 10:16

B.
New Covenant with the Church:  1 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 10:29; 13:20

C.
Both Israel and the Church:  Hebrews 12:24
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